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Group8

associate
architects

roup8 is an architectural team
G whose research and development

pushes the boundaries of design.
With innovation and production of
creative strategies as main objectives,
Group8 targets exemplary objects at all
scales with economic and environmental
efficiency. The insertion of a genuine
cultural added value in each project
feeds any action and reflection within the
structure. The work culture of Group8
enhances the pleasure and synergies
through teamwork both locally and
globally.

Group8 is an international practice
with studios in Geneva, Hanoi and New
York. The practice, led by nine principals,
provides full architectural design, urban
design and master planning for clients
in both public and private sectors. The
firm’s extensive portfolio, developed over
ten years, includes designs ranging from
a small jewel-like a contemporary aviary
to entire new residences and offices
complex. The breadth of their experience
allow the team to bring an international
perspective to a local project.

The main concern of the practice is
design excellence. Group8 is committed
to providing designs that create uplifting
spaces for people. Their architecture
responds to community, context and
environment. Their work demonstrates
how architecture can contribute to make
sustainable patterns of living.

Their people are their most valued
resource. Group8’s 60 staff members
represent 12 countries. The different
backgrounds of their staff help to broaden
their vision.
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Swiss pavilion for the
Shanghai International
Exposition 2010
Shanghai, China
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he pavilion at the universal exhibition
Tin Shanghai aims to show Switzerland

in two ways: forest and forum.
While other countries focus on prestigious
constructions or symbolic representations,
Switzerland often points to its landscape as
emblematic of the country. The project for
the Swiss pavilion presents a fragment of the
Swiss landscape - a FOREST - as it is found
on the Chinese site of Shanghai. With the
strong presence of international and non-
governmental organizations, Switzerland
is recognized as a premier platform for
international mediation. The lower part of
the pavilion is designed as a vast canopy
covering an urban space that houses the
FORUM, where debates on current topics
can take place.
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Hdt Hotel

Hanoi, Vietham

he volume of the building offers a
Trepresentative facade clearly oriented
towards the view of West Lake, one
of the major lakes in Hanoi. The shape
of the building directly derives from the
movement of the sun and is geared towards
a green strategy. The building is positioned
in order to optimize its relationship to the
sun. On the southern side, the building
recalls the landscape of North Vietnam and
its sloping rice fields. To convey the direct
message of a green strategy, the building is
designed in steps, representing the rice fields.
The procedure shows that it is possible to
integrate traditional Vietnamese references
into contemporary architecture. The other
facades take on a more urban aspect,
integrating Vietnamese decorative motifs.
The project for the five-star hotel offers
an approach by which every decision takes
into account environmental parameters.
In this way, the design is exemplary in
terms of sustainable development. The
decisions constitute a green strategy, a
novel approach in Hanoi that brings added
value to the project for the operator. These
choices, in terms of architectural plans and
materials used, aim at providing a sense of
unparalleled well-being.

Typical floor plan
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Hanol South Gate

Hanoi, Vietnam

he gateway to Hanoi is shown as a
Tset of buildings that can be observed

from a great distance. Like the city’s
emblems, the gateway to Hanoi adds new
iconography to the city. The group of
buildings is designed to look like a natural
phenomenon, similar to the hills of Halong
Bay. It appears differently according to the
point of observation, like a rock that can be
examined from several angles.

The area surrounding the gateway
to Hanoi is located at the tip of a site
comprising a number of great lakes. The
future business centre and residential sector
will form an island designed to revitalize
the entire area. Offices are located in the
upper sections of the skyscrapers, while
the lower sections are dedicated to public
programs such as restaurants, museums,
shopping malls, luxury boutiques, gaming
halls, karaoke bars, movie theatres, bowling
alleys. A public space occupies the centre
of the circle and focuses the horizon on the
city centre. It offers a metropolitan lifestyle
through a series of shopping areas grouped
together as a mall on the same scale as the
location.
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he new tower complex is located
Tbeside Trung Vuong Theatre, which

faces one of Da Nang centre green
spaces. This complex responds to different
aspects of the site in order to shape one
representative icon with a 360-degree view
on the city. The skyline received permits to
confirm towers as an icon in the city’s sky
and the skyline itself as a new pole of activity
in Da Nang city centre.

The halls form rest space which allows
users to find themselves easily in the interior
plaza and to diverse other complex’s services
including exhibition, shops, conference
centre, and entertainment area.

This interior plaza offers a quiet meeting
space for colleagues and visitors. The
gardens as a great part of the plan’s design
diffuse their green atmosphere on each floor.
Developed in similar ways, the three towers’
plans still ensure the specificity of each
program for hotel, offices or apartments.
The priority is to ensure the flexibility and
coherence of the plan. The tower complex
project responds to sustainable development
criteria, the building construction choices
based on the LEED method evaluating the
balance between architectural choices
and sustainable development principles.
The project offers energy-wise facades in
using mobile solar protections. Eventually
this contemporary design responds to
the attempts of integrating brand new
technologies and to overpass the national
borders with this image.

Typical floor plan

Ground floor plan

December 2008 Building Journal Hongkong China

53





